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Module Title: William Faulkner: The Last Novelist  
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Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module a student should be able to:  
1. Identify and describe what characterises Faulkner’s fiction and 
contextualise his work appropriately.   
2. Employ a highly developed range of interpretive strategies using 
appropriate critical vocabulary and theory.  
3. Examine US culture and history as contexts for specific Faulkner 
works.  
4. Generate research questions through the applied techniques of 
literature review and bibliographic enquiry.  
5. Evaluate the work of Faulkner and his interactions with others in 
sophisticated written and oral presentation.  
  
Course Description  

Hugh Kenner described Faulkner as ‘the last novelist’, because in 
spite of his complex and challenging modernist narratives he maintained a 
19th century-rooted belief in fiction’s humanist power and social 
relevance, and that the writer’s job is ‘to bring news of the world.’ This 
option is an opportunity to read and reflect on Faulkner in a sustained 
way, where we’ll read and discuss Faulkner’s most significant and 
influential fiction and consider his iterative stylized representation of the 
American South.   
 Course texts will include the novels: As I Lay Dying; The Sound and 
the Fury; Intruder in the Dust; Go Down, Moses and a selection of short 
stories.   
 While grounded in the fiction, the option will consider a wide range 
of topics, and open up many possibilities for further study.  These include: 
family and kinship; the nature of heritage; the culture and history of the 
American South; narrative techniques; intertextuality and repetition; 
modernism and time; topography; the Americas; Faulkner’s women; the 
consequences of slavery; the unfolding of Faulkner’s racial 
representations; cinematic adaptations and his current critical reputation.  
 Class meets for one hour each week, and the format will typically 
comprise an overview of the prescribed text followed the next week by 
student-led discussion.    
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Students considering taking this option need to be aware that Faulkner’s 
work often includes racially offensive terms and attitudes, and that these 
will be integral to some of our discussions.  
 
Assessment Details:   
Number of Components: 1   
Name/Type of Component(s): Essay   
Word Count of Component(s): 3000   
Percentage Value of Component(s): 100%  
 
 
  
Indicative Reading List  
Primary reading (all by Faulkner)  
Short stories: ‘That Evening Sun’, ‘Red Leaves’, Barn Burning’, ‘A Rose for 
Emily’  
Novels: As I Lay Dying; The Sound and the Fury; Intruder in the Dust, Go 
Down, Moses  
 
 


